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Circa 1900: From Apes to Humans 

Between 1884 and 1924, somewhere near modern-day Kinshasa in 

West Central Africa, a hunter kills a chimpanzee. Some of the animal's 

blood enters the hunter's body, possibly through an open wound. The 

blood carries a virus harmless to the chimp but lethal to humans: HIV. 

The virus spreads* as colonial cities sprout up, but deaths are blamed 

on other causes. 

* A relevant role could be attributed to semi-prostitutes women iatrogenically infected 
(campaignes for syphilis) 
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1983 

 

▪ The CDC warns that AIDS may spread by heterosexual sex and by mother-to-
child transmission. 

▪ The U.S. Public Health Service asks "members of groups at increased risk for 
AIDS" to stop donating blood. 
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1983 

Pasteur Institute researchers Luc Montagnier and Francoise  

Barre-Sinoussi find a virus in the swollen lymph gland of an AIDS 

patient. They call it lymphadenopathy-associated virus or LAV. 

Not until 1986 does everybody agree to call it HIV: human  

Immunodeficiency virus 

Drs. Montagnier (shown) and Barre-Sinoussi discover the AIDS virus  



1984 

 

National Cancer Institute (NCI) researcher Robert Gallo detects an 

AIDS virus he calls HTLV-III. Later, it turns out to be LAV from a 

sample sent by the Montagnier lab. 

Heckler predicts a vaccine in two years but does not specifically fund 

AIDS research 



2008 

 

▪ Luc Montagnier and Francoise Barre-Sinoussi receive the Nobel Prize in 

medicine for the discovery of HIV. 

 





1985 

 

▪ Actor Rock Hudson dies of AIDS. 

 

▪ Actress Elizabeth Taylor becomes the founding international chairman of AmFAR, 
the American Foundation for AIDS Research. 
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