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Abstract

Director of the Aaron Diamond AIDS Research Center at Columbia University managed to avoid contracting COVID-19 for more than 2 years. But
SARS-CoV-2 finally got the best of the pioneering HIV researcher on an April trip to Paris for, of all things, a 2-day COVID-19 conference.
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Abstract

The U.S. has no clear vision of how to reach a postpandemic world. Over the past two years, we have developed extraordinary scientific tools for
the mitigation, treatment and prevention of COVID. But we’ve stumbled badly in implementing them. Many of these failures happened because
our public health messages were not clear about how to use those tools, which include vaccines, masks, tests, antiviral drugs and temporary
activity restrictions. The result is confusion among the public that has left us vulnerable to the disease and unable to respond to new and more
transmissible variants such as BA.2 and its sublineages, which are infecting a rising number of people across the nation.



